“Ui mai koe ki ahau    he aha te mea nui    o te ao, 

Maku e ki atu    he tangata,    he tangata,    he tangata!"

AlBob, it eased the grief and gave me great satisfaction these past weeks to communicate your huge network of friends around the world and help bring them together.  As you know I passed on many wonderful words and pictures.  But the most special impression left on me these last weeks came from this quote in Maori from your bro-in-law, Eddie Karauria.  Translated it means:

"Ask me what is the greatest thing in the world, I will reply: it is people, it is people, it is people!"

AlBob, everything you did, even to the very end, showed that people are most important thing in life to you.  You always made time for people, be it your beloved Bettina, close family, close friends, old friends, new friends, their families, work colleagues, customers...or just passers-by.

Bettina said to me “Live and let live” was you motto, your way through life.  You brought rays of light into so many people’s lives with your self-confident and so modest way.  There are hundreds of people out there, some of whom don’t even know you are moving on today, who you touched, in whom you sowed a little seed, who are better for having met you, even if it was only once.

You could smile, listen, advise, joke, love, sing, laugh ... whatever a person's need, you were generous with your time.  Your bright eyes, open heart and big front teeth enriched most of those you met in some way.  You were there for anyone.  You knew and showed us that people are the most important.  “He aha te mea nui o te ao, he tangata!”
There’s another quote that is also very applicable to you, Albob:

“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take but by the moments that take our breath away!”

(  Albob, you’ve taken our breath away these last weeks! (
You've enriched me in our 33 years as mates with innumerable shared travels, training sessions, experiences, games, races and breathtaking moments.  We’ll forever be “soul-bros”.   You treasured life, living in the moment, savouring the breathless ones, not dwelling unnecessarily on uncertain futures or carrying bitterness from unpleasant memories.  These past weeks you have clearly shown us yet again, more convincingly than ever, how important it is to live for today, enjoying the present, not missing “breathless moments” because of the other little worries or future plans.

Al, for today...and always...like all people who saw it, I'll remember your smile.  It will always gives me joy, guidance and strength and remind me to live in the moment and make time for my loved ones and friends.  Thanks heaps mate…for everything…I’ll remain loyal to you...(speech followed by the well-known and well-loved song “Loyal” from New Zealand’s Dave Dobbin that means so much to Kiwis around the world).

Ake, ake kia kaha            (Forever and ever stand strong)

Ka kite ano                       (See you again)

